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Reckon you can cover 2000kms
in 48 hours? plenty of .

theme for the fifth annLral TT2000
orig d stance road rally, organised
by M ke (Twisting Throttle) Hyde over
the February 23 24 weekend.
Starting and f n sh ng at Harnpton
Motorcyc es n ChristchLrrch, the
enduTance event started al6 prn

on Fr day and finished ai 6 prn on
Sunday. An extra window of four
l'rours until T 0 pm Sunday, as a
n'reans of discourag ng the perceived
like ihood of r ders having lo speed
to f nish ori time. was agreed after
cor'rsu tat on w th the ocal pol ce.

CHECK MATE
Lest we fofqet. SeventV one
checkpoints, w th various po nts'
valLres rangif!J frorn 100 io 5000.
were scattered ma nly east of the
South ls and's Alps. and ol these 57

weTe war mernoT als of some sori
being ha s, gateways, or the i)/p ca
p inths commonly seen n sTna

towns
Most had plaques attached of \.r'h ch
u/ere engraved the names of those
k led in battle. and rders too< ihe

Heading to the Mt John observatory in the Mackenzie
Country (top) and one of the many local War Memorials, this
iime at Murchison between Westport and Nelson.

t me to respectfLrlly acknowledge
the fa en sold ers while taking the
photos thaL proved that a checkpo ni
had been v sited.
There was no need to atternpt a 7l

to qLalify as a f n sher r ders rnerely
had to amass at least 10,000 po nts
and cover 2000km w th the order
and number of checkpoints being
entire y of the ridefs cho ce.
Ninety entrants, u/ith an ec ectrc
mix of b kes (l was riding nry BMW
R 1200 GS AdventLrre), passed
scrutineeriIg and gathered n the
hot afternoon suIl yarn ng wiih thcir
mates while keepinq an eye or the
tinte.

CAFEFUL PLANNING
ne Kev 1l] d 5L..e.,clr 2{){l{l .. io

carefu ly manage fat gUe. r-tLttrition.

and hydrat on and I enloyed p annirlg
th s aspect of the ride as well as
choos ng the most cfJicient rout,A

A lcheckpo nts wer-. accessib e by
sea ed roads, ltut on ai adventure
bike there were opportLtnit es to
shorten the distan.e between
success ve stops by laking to thc
grave. This v,'as part clt arly !selul
in South Cantcrbury arld Otaqo, and
s gn ficant distafce, a|d cruc a y

esi we forget. These three
simp e words which have
such deep mean ng \,\'ere the
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tirne. was saved n this manner.
n additlon, gravel roads are
good fun, and very ightly
trafficked.

TICKING THEM OFF
Mead, Milford, Otipua, Mt
Horrible...
My p an was to attempt al!the
checkpo nts, so was smart y
away, head ng south on SHl, as

soon as the departure signal was
g ven. There's nothlng like a Le

Mans start to set the tonel
With more checkpoints in the
bottom ha f of the South s and

than the upper, figured that l'd
get the f rst 13 on lhe Friday,

overnighting at Wa mate, and

the remainder through Saturday.
with my second stop at home,

wh ch eft the northern loop for
Sunday.
At the time. t seemed possib e

that all could be reached without

the need lor anv r skv fast r ding
or shortage of s eep.

...Hook, Mt Dasher, lncholme,
Kakanui...
Desp te the relative y busy ma n

roads, ihe rlding was enjoyab e,

as it was a warm evening and
remained so even after dark.
The checkpoinis were easy to
f nd and photograph and the
occas onal inleraction with other
TT r ders kept up the sp r t of the
event.
A combination of rolllng route
sheet and my Str ke Genius

GPS led me unfa ng y to the
sequence 'd chosen, and thus
arrived after 340km n Wa mate

at 10:30pm well satisiied wlth
progress.

PLENTY OF LIVESTOCK
...Waipiata, Patearoa,
Gimmerburn, Ophir...
Out of bed at 4:30am and on the

E
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This year's TT2000 route menu (top) and top scorer Michael Green
aboard his STl100 Honda leaving the Naseby checkpoint. Left:
Racing Dave ready to go and, oh dear, wasting valuable time with
unnecessary paper-work in the wairau valley on sunday.

road by 5100, there was a Lot of
zigging and zagg ng to do, as

even though the checkpo nts

were reasonably close together
(over the whole course they
averaged ha I an hour between
stops). the navigat on was
comp ex to jo n them up. and
lhe first of ihe grave roads was
used to mainta n pac-^.

Plenty of livestock to avo d, too,

and crossed paths w th sheep,
cows, wallabies, possu rns,

hedgehogs, rabb ts, and hares.

...Blue Clilfs, Ohau, Ashwick
Flat, Hazelburn...
I reached C yde by late morning,
and soon after on the Crown

Range met Ryan (BMW K

1200 S), who L'd arranged to
accompany. we caught up to
a Highway Patrol car on the
Crown's zigzag, and to our

loy, he pu led over and waved

us through. That's what ca

positive polic ngl

NORTH NOW
...Bennetts, Broomf ield, The
Doone, Kekerengu...
We rode together, p cking
upa the n and northbol.rnd
checkpo nts, unt lHororata,
where lcarried on w th rny get
them-a p an and Ryan, who
was chasing fewer than me,

went horne for a sleep.
The most va uable checkpoint.
the 5000 po nter at Stony Beach
on Banks Pen nsu a. was my
final target for the day, and
r-.achecl home at l2:30am for a
short s eep.

.,, Rapaura, Marsden Valley,
Dovedale, Kohatu...
On ihe road aga n al5:30am,
Ryan and headed north up
SH1. taking pholos as we w-.nt,

belore clrtt ng out the m sty
Leader Va -ay and bathed- n-
sLrnsl'r ne lnlanal Kaikorrra Road
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for grabs. wou d have received
the Bronz medaL hav ng covered
2,900km co ecling my 65

checkpo nis worth 23.100 points. My
average rid ng speed was 90km/h.
but taking nto account pholo stops
it drops to 73km/h. and over the
entire 52 hour ride duration it was
56krn/h. Fuel consurnption averaged
5.5 tres/100krn.
About half ihe riders rode ttle more
than the m n rnurn requ red to be
c assified as a finisher.
Mike Hyde has to d me that plann ng

for the February 20T4 TT2000 has
a ready commenced and that a new
forrrat v/ aga n be tried.
Needless to say. I be therel

n fine sty e.

By Blenheim the day was rea y
heating up. as was. to my

d sappo ntment, the Highway

Patro presence in the Wairall
Va ey. Apparently. demer t
po nts don't add to the TT lotalL

HOMEWABD-BOUND
...Omihi, Rotherham, Misty
Hills, Medbury...
By ihe tirae we arr ved n

Nelson, lirne was fleetifg, and

so we pressed on, and had a

terr fic r de down the Motueka
Valley road, one of the rally's

best By Rainbow Sk Feld, t
was clear that gett ng to the
finish belore T 0pm needed to
be a pr or ty. so we made oLrT

ast checkpoint in N4urchison,

and with three hours and nearly
300krn rernaining, headed east
for Christchurch.

...Wakapuata, Sutherlands,
Ngatimoli, Tapawera...
The next 200km belore dark
f ew by and w th the setl ng

sun behind us ghting the
bush over Lew s Pass a goLden

green. and w th barely a car
on the road. we were both

constantly doing the maths to
see if we'd make it back n t me.

Even the three red traffic liqhts
n a row on Bussley Road drdn't
matler, and we ro ed quiet y

nto Hampton's forecourt at

9:57pm. Successl

BRAGGING RIGHTS
The ride tota ed 17T,000

troub e free km, and bragging
r ghts go jointly io lan Johnston
(V Strorn 650)and M chae

Green (ST1100) who achieved
the max mum 25,000 po nls.

i there had been one Lrp
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